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Lithuanians on the Riviera

Between 1941 and 1953, Villefranche-sur-Mer played host to an emblematic figure of
20th-century Lithuania: Antanas Liutkus (1906-1970). A career diplomat, but also a
painter and photographer, he captured, through his lens, moments in the life of a Lithuanian
community that, in the troubled times of war and reparation, found refuge on the
Mediterranean shores. His photographs, alternating between intimate moments and
political encounters, provide a precious record of this period. Antanas Liutkus was not
only a political representative of Lithuania in exile, he was also a keen observer of his time
and a witness to the history of his community.

In Villefranche-sur-Mer, he helped attract a diaspora of Lithuanian intellectuals, artists and
literary figures, while celebrating the vibrant traditions and culture of their homeland. His
passion for photography, far from being a mere distraction, has asserted itself as a
privilegedmeansof expressiontobearwitnessand payhomage, while capturingmoments of
contemplation of the landscape.

The photographs presented in this exhibition were deposited with the Lithuanian National
Archives by his son Perkunas Liutkus, a Villefranchois resident whose first name means
“thunder” and who has put all his energy into making his father’s work known.
Accompanied by his sister Eglé and brother Antanas, he offers us a unique insight into this
visual heritage, which has already been presented for the first time in Kaunas, Lithuania, in
collaboration with the President Adamkus Library. Thanks to this exceptional loan, these
works are now accessible here, enabling the public to discover the moving journey of this
community in exile.

The  exhibition, organised
as part of the Season of
Lithuania in France 2024, is
intended not only as a tribute to
Antanas Liutkus, his artistic
talent and his political commit-
ment, but also as a celebration &%
of the Lithuanian community of e
Villefranche-sur-Mer.

Through images imbued with
nostalgia and beauty, we are
invited to relive a time not so =
long ago, when art and diplo-
macy came together to build
cultural bridges between two |
lands, between two histories.

La Citadelle would like to than Perkinas Liutkas, the Director of the President V. Adamkus
Library-Museum Arlnas AntanaicCius, the staff of the Lithuanian Expatriate Institute
of Vytautas Magnus University and the artist Gediminas Sibonis, as well as the Com-
missioner of the Lithuanian Season in France, Virginija Vitkiené, and the organisers of the
Lithuanian Season in France 2024.

Lietuviai Rivjeroje

Villefranche-sur-Mer 1941 - 1953 metais gyveno Antanas Liutkus (1906 - 1970), iskili
Lietuvos XX-ojo amziaus asmenybé. Diplomatas, kartu dailininkas ir fotografas, Sis
ypatingo likimo Zmogus fotoaparato objektyvu jamzino Lietuviy bendruomenés gyvenimo
akimirkas, anais sumaistingais karo bei pokario laikais radusios prieglobstj Vidurzemio
jiros pakrantéje. Sios nuotraukos, kuriose asmenio gyvenimo akimirkos siejasi su politi-
kos vingiais, — labai vertingas to laikotarpio metrastis.

' P Antanas Liutkus buvo ne tik Lietuvos
atstovas egzilyje, jis taip pat jdémiai ste-
béjo laikmetj, liudijo savo bendruomenés
istorijg. Villefranche-sur-Mer jis priémeé
lietuvius pabégeélius - intelektualus,
menininkus, rasytojus, taip puoseléda-
mas savo tévynés tradicijas ir kultdra.
Jo aistra fotografuoti, toli grazu nebuvu-
si tik paprastas pomégis, jsiSaknijo kaip
pagrindinis jo raiSkos bidas liudyti bei
pagerbti, tuo pat metu jam buvo svarbis
' peizazai, jy kontempliacija.

Sioje parodoje rodomas nuotraukas
Siandien pristato jo stnus Perkiinas
Liutkus, gyvenantis Villefranche-sur-Mer,
' jo vardas reigkia griaustinj. Padedamas
sesés Eglés ir brolio Antano, jis viska
padaré, kad buty jvertinta jy tévo
kiryba, ir mums suteikia ypatingg proga
panirti j vaizdinj pavelda, pirmg kartg eksponuotg Lietuvoje, Kaune, bendradarbiaujant su
Prezidento Valdo Adamkaus biblioteka. Atkeliavusi pas mus, Si paroda leis geriau pazinti,
kaip anuomet Cia gyveno Lietuviy bendruomené.

Paroda, Lietuvos Sezono Pranciizijoje 2024 metais programos dalis, skirta ne tik pagerbti
Antang Liutky, jo meninj talentg ir politinj angazuotuma, bet sykiu ir Lietuviy bendruomene
Villefranche-sur-Mer. Nostalgijos ir groZio smelkiami vaizdai kvieCia iSgyventi ne taip
senus laikus, kai menas ir diplomatija tiesé kultdrinius tiltus tarp dviejy $aliy ir jy istorijy.

La Citadelle Sirdingai dékoja Perkinui Liutkui, Prezidento V. Adamkaus bibliotekos-muzie-
jaus direktoriui Ariinui Antanaiciui, Vytauto DidZiojo universiteto Lietuviy iSeivijos instituto
darbuotojams ir dailininkui Gediminui Siboniui, taip pat Lietuvos sezono Pranciizijoje

Komisarei Virginijai Vitkienei bei visiems Lietuvos sezono Prancizijoje 2024 m. rengéjams.

Traduction : Valdas Papievis
© Antanas Liutkus



